








Presidents Message # 5 

By Gerald Clary 

If this message sounds somewhat preachy, maybe it is. Remember, we were just awarded Great Neighborhoods recognition. This 

recognition was given for the many projects completed and the goal of keeping our neighborhood Clean, Safe and Friendly. How-

ever, as one drives through our neighborhood, they experience some very disappointing sights. For example, they may see inopera-

ble vehicles some on blocks and parked on the grass. Come on, we can do better that that! Call a towing company and have those 

vehicles towed to a place where they can be fixed and become operable again. Why mess up the whole neighborhood with a few 

disabled vehicles?   

While on vehicles, if the vehicle is parked outside, be sure that it is locked and nothing of value is left in it for thieves to steal. Nev-

er leave your garage door opener in the vehicle. With that, thieves have the keys into your house. We have had a few vehicles bro-

ken into and electronic equipment has been taken. Also, we have had at least two vehicles stolen. Fortunately one was found and 

returned to the owner, so be very vigilant out there. Unfortunately, we live in an age of locks and security. An old professor of 

mine once told me, “Locks were not meant to keep thieves out, but rather to keep honest people honest.” So let’s lock up and keep 

everyone honest. 

Also, do not leave your garage door up with no one around to guard it. It only takes a thief a few seconds to lift an item from you 

garage, and you probably want miss it until the next time you decide to use it and you discover that it is gone.    

Another issue is street trash. Remember, trash in the street in front of your house is very unsightly, no matter how it got there. We 

can all help to rectify the situation by picking up the trash in our area and depositing it in the waste can. It would go a long way to 

helping us keep a clean neighborhood. Another problem is tall and overgrown weeds and grass. Remember, it is your responsibility 

to keep your grass cut and weeds pulled around your property. Be aware of the new procedure concerning grass and weeds. If there 

is a complaint about these, the inspector will inspect the complaint and the houses on either side of the complainant as well as the 

three houses in line across the street. If the inspector finds a violation at any of these, he can issue a citation on the spot and order 

that situation rectified in a few days. When the inspector returns, if the problem has not been corrected, he can have it contracted 

and give the owner the contracted bill to pay. It will not be cheap. Paying attention to these few problems will go a long way to-

ward helping us keep Oak Grove a clean, safe and friendly neighborhood.  

P.S.: If you know of someone who is disabled and does not have the wherewithal to keep their property free of grass and weeds, 

please let us know by contacting gclary@aol.com.   
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